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Dr. Terri Sympson, MU
College of Veterinary
Medicine class of 2004, was
the first veterinarian to see
Clover and recommend her
surgery.

Almost Beaten to Death and Left on the Side of
a Road to Die, a Puppy Gets a Shot at a Pain-
Free Life and Lives as an Example

Against Animal Cruelty

E lover, a young Staffordshire Terrier mix, is happy to see every-
one. She eagerly wags her tail and gives wet doggie Kisses to strang-
ers. She must be the most forgiving of dogs considering what
someone did to her. As a puppy, Clover was abused over time.
When she arrived at the St. Charles (Mo.)
Humane Society (SCHS) in March, nine of her
- ribs had been fractured. Three of her four legs
were shattered, the back ones both above and
below the knees. The trauma to her legs had been
so bad that the balls of her hips were snapped off.
A couple found Clover next to a trash heap along the side of a road,
id SCHS executive director Jill Allen. “They thought she was dead, until
saw her move.”
Sharon Maag, one of the first SCHS volunteers to see Clover, could hardly
tell she was a dog. In addition, Clover was severely underweight from starvation. Her
broken ribs distinctly showed through her thin skin.

“Everyone at the shelter was furious,” Ms. Allen said. “We kept saying, ‘This better have
been done by a car.” But even before we got her to the veterinarian, we knew better.”

Although the SCHS is a no-kill shelter, there are times when euthanasia is a final act of
mercy. While a veterinarian examined Clover, Ms. Allen was afraid she would be told that the
kindest action would be to put Clover to sleep.

It was an option that she didn’t want to take. Clover could be fed and nursed back to health
in many ways, but the leg and hip injuries were incredibly severe. Still, euthanasia, even as a
humane remedy, seemed like the final insult against Clover by her tormentor.

Dr. Terri Sympson, the examining veterinarian and a 2004 graduate of the University of
Missouri College of Veterinary Medicine, agreed with Ms. Allen that despite Clover’s exten-
sive injuries, the tough little puppy deserved one good shot at a normal life. The dog’s injuries,
frankly, were beyond conventional clinical techniques.

Dr. Sympson remembered during her coursework the successes that MU’s veterinary ortho-
pedic surgeons had in treating seemingly impossible cases. These veterinarians were tapped,
from all similar specialists in the country, to replace the hips of an endangered snow leopard
so that he could help repopulate the species. A greyhound born with malformed front legs was
heading for euthanasia himself until the Mizzou surgeons developed a new way to mend the
dog’s twisted and bowed legs. That dog today happily romps around a Kansas farm.

Since the most dangerous injuries were to Clover’s leg and hips, she conferred with her old
teachers who agreed to give the dog that one good shot.
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Our Mission

Because animals are more important
today than ever before in our history, the
University of Missouri-Columbia College of
Veterinary Medicine is dedicated to pre-
serving, protecting, and strengthening the
human-animal bond. Arkeology, as its name
implies, is a medium for bridging between
the role of the College as a protector of
the animal kingdom (a kind of modern ark)
and as a place where science, medicine,
learning, and teaching can flourish (logia
is the old Latin and Greek word for study
or discipline). Continuously embarking on
voyages of teaching, healing, and discovery,
the College invites you on board this vessel
to journey with us.
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Project HOPE

Abandoned animals living in urban
areas live short and cruel lives. A
volunteer tea the University
of Missouri Ve ary Medical
Teaching Hospitaluses a variety of
rented trucks to make monthly trips
to Kansas City to aid shelter veteri-
narians there. Soon, a new resource
may help this effort—a surplus
police bus.

Predicting Osteoarthritis

Osteoarthritis has plagued mankind
for eons. There are few medical
options once ¢ ge degrades and
bone grinds one. A unique
MU laboratory is investigating a way
to predict the onset of this disease
before the damage occurs—allow-
ing veterinarians and physicians to
take action that will stop the tissue
destruction from ever occurring.

Eradicating Disease

With every passing day, the news
media reports on an outbreak of a
new disease, the' spread of a disease
thought to be undercontrol, or the
emergence of anantibiotic-resistant
strain of an organism. Supported
through an endorsement from an MU
alumnus, one MU scientist is inves-
tigating the fundamental causes of
how microorganisms trigger dis-
eases and how to develop new strat-
egies to deal with them.







