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                                        Animal Welfare and Ethics (3 cr)

COURSE PROFILE
Course Description
 Animal welfare and ethics taught by online presentation and discussion.  

 Directly or indirectly, people affect the quality of life for very many animals, and the global use of animals for food, entertainment, companionship and research will only continue to rise.  The question of how we should and do treat animals is a question that all societies have tried to answer throughout history and it is a question that remains pertinent today.   Animal welfare science is an emerging and multidisciplinary field that is a contemporary attempt to answer the fundamental question of how we ought to treat animals.  

The course is divided into four parts.  The first part deals with the cultural context from which animal welfare science arose and continues to derive significant influence.  We see how science fits into the social debate.  The second part deals with the actual methods for studying animal welfare science.  The third part explores how conclusions can be drawn and utilized, even if scientific evidence may be contradictory.  The interaction of ‘facts’ and ‘values’ in the study of animal welfare is explained and underscored.  The final portion is a direct application of animal welfare principles and standards to judging real life scenarios of animal welfare.  Problem solving, critical thinking and group discussions are employed.  

Class sessions will involve audio presentations accompanied by Power Point demonstrations with limited use of video.  Students will follow animal issues in the media for purposes of animal welfare analysis.  

Instructor


Debra Teachout DVM, MVSc




 W-231 Veterinary Medicine Bldg (Dr. Chastain’s office)




College of Veterinary Medicine
Major Objectives
To enable the student at the end of the course to:
· Explain how animal welfare science developed in response to social concerns, how it was shaped by the cultural context from which it emerged, and how it is applied to issues of practice and policy in the everyday world.  
· Make reflective, well-informed decisions about animal welfare in his/her  daily life and occupation
· Apply scientific approaches that are used in assessing and improving animal welfare
· Apply ethical approaches that are used in making decisions about whether and how animals should be used by people.

Prerequisites
Junior standing  
Delivery
100% online
Organization
Course materials are located under the left-hand tab in the course Blackboard site under Units.  Sessions are found under Units and  Modules under Sessions.  Further directions are provided in Blackboard.  

Required Materials 
Understanding Animal Welfare, the Science in its Cultural Context by David Fraser.  Wiley-Blackwell (publisher).  2008
EVALUATION OF              

STUDENT 

PERFORMANCE



Satisfactory 
Performance


There will be 900 possible points.  More than 540 points are 




required for a passing grade.  Four proctored exams will provide a 




total of 300 points (the lowest score of 4 exams will be dropped).  




The remaining 600 points will be based on weekly projects (260 




points), weekly discussions (140 points), welfare scenario 





assessment (100 points), discussions on welfare in the news (60 




points) and welfare in the news presentations (40 points).     

The instructor reserves the authority to adjust final grades if no student achieves 100% of possible points in the course.  Students with less than 71% at mid-term will receive a warning. Grades will be available in Blackboard.  To insure confidentiality, they will not be sent by e-mail.

Exams and Quizzes

Exams are available only under the supervision of a proctor.  Fifty minutes will be allowed for exams.

A quiz is not proctored, but you are expected to complete the quiz by yourself.  The quiz is timed so that you will not have time to rely on reference materials, i.e. it is not open-book quizzes.

If you take more time than the quiz or exam allows, your score will be deducted the points of one question each minute in overtime.

You may take a quiz or exam only once.  You must complete the exam or quiz once you start it.  You may NOT come back to the quiz later.  If you are disconnected during an exam, contact the instructor immediately and then send an e-mail to blackboard@missouri.edu with your name, username, course name, title of the quiz or exam, and a description of the problem.  To ensure your answers are logged, click “Save” at the bottom of the page every 2 to 3 questions.  Click “Submit” after you have reviewed your answers to have the quiz or exam graded.
Scoring of Assignments
In addition to exams, students will be scored on course projects, discussions, welfare in the news presentations, and welfare scenarios.  These will be graded within 48 to 72 hours after their announced deadlines.  
Grading
The grading scale will be A to F, including some pluses and minuses but no A+, C+, C-, D+, or D-.  Grades will be based on the following scale:

96-100% =  
A

91-95%   =  
A-

88-90%   = 
B+

84-87%  =  
B

81-83%  =  
B-

71-80%  =  
C

61-70%  =  
D

60% or less =
F

Students with less than 71% at mid-term will receive a warning.

Final grades may be curved if no student achieves 100%. 

Note: A Certificate in Biomedical Technology requires at least a “C” grade in this course, plus a total of 15 cr hr BIOMED courses with an average GPA in all BIOMED courses of 3.0.
COURSE SCHEDULE

	Dates


	Units
	Sessions (Wk#)
	Modules
	Pages in text

	
	1.  Animal Welfare in Context  I
	1  Animals and Moral Concern
	1   Introduction to course; syllabus; animal numbers; special readings

    
	

	
	
	
	2  Introduction

Animal ethics in ancient Greece
	1 – 8

9 - 15

	
	
	
	3  Animal ethics in 18th and 19th   century England
	15 - 23

	
	
	2  Animals in the Human Mind
	4  Traditional beliefs about animals
	24 - 28

	
	
	
	5   The beliefs of Western culture
	28 - 38

	
	
	
	6  The role of science
	38 - 40

	
	2.  Animal Welfare in Context  II
	 3  A Good Life for Animals
	7   Holiday
	

	
	
	
	8     Cultural differences in contemporary Western thought:  Pastoralism and Agrarianism
	41 - 48

	
	
	
	9   Romanticism and Industrialism 
	48 - 60

	
	
	4  A Science of Animal Welfare
	10  The influence of Animal Machines
	61 - 65

	
	
	
	11  Conceptualizing animal welfare
	65 - 72

	
	
	
	12  Science addresses animal welfare
	72 - 78

	
	3.  Studying Animal Welfare  I
	5  Disease, Injury and Production
	13  Introduction

      The importance of health and  biological functioning


	80 – 83

84 – 96

	
	
	
	14  Exam #1 over Units 1 and 2
	

	
	
	
	15   Productivity, profitability, and welfare
	96 - 103

	
	
	6   “Stress”
	16   Physiology of the stress response
	104 – 110

	
	
	
	17  Stress response and animal welfare
	111 - 118

	
	
	
	18   Clarifying the interpretation of the stress response in relationship  to animal welfare
	118 - 124

	
	4. Studying Animal Welfare II
	7  Abnormal Behavior
	19   Self-injury, redirected behavior, vacuum activities, displacement, adjunctive behavior, and abnormal level of behavior
	125 - 131

	
	
	
	20  Stereotyped behavior
	131 - 137

	
	
	
	21  Interpreting behavioral abnormalities in relationship to animal welfare
	137 - 145

	
	
	8  Affective States
	22  Behavioral and physiological indicators of affective states 
	146 - 159

	
	
	
	23  Positive affective states
	159 - 162

	
	
	
	24  Proving affect
	162 - 168

	
	5. Studying Animal Welfare III
	9  “Natural” Living
	25  Natural environment and natural behavior
	169 - 176

	
	
	
	26  Adaptations
	176 - 188

	
	
	
	27  The problem with “natural living” as a measure of animal welfare
	188 - 190

	
	
	10  Preferences and Motivation
	28  Preference research,  interpretation; avoidance
	191 - 207

	
	
	
	29  Behavioral needs
	207 - 213

	
	
	
	30  Pleasure;  health and preferences
	213 - 216

	
	6.  Drawing Conclusions about Animal Welfare I
	11   How Do the Different Measures Relate to Each Other
	31  Introduction 

       Disagreement of the 3 general criteria to assess animal welfare
	218 – 221

222 - 232

	
	
	
	32  Exam #2 over Units 3, 4, and 5
	

	
	
	
	33  Consensus, conglomerate concept, and animal viewpoint
	232 - 240

	
	
	12  Selecting and Combining Criteria of Animal Welfare
	34  Comparing animal welfare in different housing systems
	241 – 247

	
	
	
	35  Devising welfare assurance programs
	247 – 252

	
	
	
	36 Creating scoring systems
	252 – 259

	
	7a.  Drawing Conclusions about Animal Welfare II
	13  Animal Welfare, Values, and Mandated Science
	 37 Animal welfare – rooted in values, studied through  science 

      Facts (science) and values (ethics, philosophy, personal opinion)
	260 – 262

262 – 266

	
	
	
	38  Values influence the conduct of science; animal welfare scientists and ethics
	266 - 274

	
	
	Coda
	39   Coda
	275 - 286

	
	
	
	Holiday week
	

	
	7b.Application of  welfare principles I
	14. Animal Welfare Scenarios
	40  Exam #3 over Units 6 and 7
	

	
	
	
	41  Animal Welfare Scenarios
	

	
	
	
	42  Animal Welfare Scenarios
	

	
	8.  Application of  welfare principles II
	15.  Animal Welfare Scenarios
	43  Animal Welfare Scenarios
	

	
	
	
	44  Animal Welfare Scenarios
	

	
	
	
	FINAL EXAM
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